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Palmetto Health Foundation thanks these volunteers for their continued 
leadership, vision and support.
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Pediatric Oncology, 
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Steve Nivens 
Congaree State Bank 

Mr. Kyle Parker, Esq. 
Pope & Hudgens, PA 

Henry W. Roe
Colliers Keenan Inc.

Joy Watkins 
Watkins-Jones

Philanthropy helps fuel exciting 
discoveries by the Palmetto 
Health Cancer Centers. 
What do golf and cancer have in common? 
The McDaniels Golf Classic is a long-running event that has helped raise 
much-needed funds to support cancer centers in such areas as research. 
Sometimes it’s difficult to link how sponsoring a foursome in this popular 
philanthropic golf tournament can impact what’s going on in a lab. 
Here’s an example of how fun on the greens is fueling cancer research 
and discoveries.

No two golf swings are alike. Similarly, no two tumors are alike. Some 
are benign and pose no threat to health. Others mutate, grow rapidly 
and spread throughout the body, and if left unchecked, can become 
fatal. Understanding what causes such mutations drives researchers like 
Phillip Buckhaults, PhD, director of the South Carolina Biorepository 
System, to pursue answers, answers that may one day lead to a cure. 
And thanks to the generous support of Palmetto Health Foundation—
made possible by fundraising efforts like the McDaniels Golf Classic—
Dr. Buckhaults and his team are making exciting discoveries.

The story starts in 2000 with the establishment of the South Carolina 
Biorepository System, funded in part by the Foundation. At the time, 
the bank had cancer tissue samples from just three patients. Today, the 
bank has the tissue of more than 1,230 patients, a virtual “treasure 
trove” of information for cancer researchers like Dr. Buckhaults, who 
has employed advanced gene sequencing technology to gain a better 
understanding of breast and colon cancer. 

“By studying the genetic make-up of hundreds of tumors in various 
stages of malignancy, we have identified 180 new mutated genes. This 
is highly significant as one mutated gene can cause a benign cancer 
to become malignant and potentially life threatening. Identifying the 
mutations in their early stages and understanding the causes has the 
potential to revolutionize cancer diagnosis and treatment,” 
Dr. Buckhaults explains.
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This and other discoveries were made possible by the Foundation’s 
longstanding support of the South Carolina Biorepository System and 
Dr. Buckhaults’ cancer genetics research. 

“We commend Palmetto Health for its tremendous foresight to be on the 
cutting-edge of cancer research, which has allowed us to make these 
steps forward in finding a cure to cancer,” he says.

McDaniels Golf Classic
Save the date!

When: May 1, 2009
Where: Fort Jackson Golf Club
Registration begins: Early 2009

Take a swing in the fight against cancer. Sign 
up for the 2009 McDaniels Golf Classic by 
registering online at palmettohealthfoundation.org. 

For more information on sponsorship opportunities and how 
you can get involved, contact Nan Carter at 803.434.2818
or visit palmettohealthfoundation.org.
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their contribution of photography services.
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PALMETTO HEALTH FOUNDATION CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Through Dec. 31	 Lights for Hospice

Feb. 20-21	 USC Dance Marathon

March 7-10	 B106.7FM Children’s Hospital Radiothon 
	
May 1	 McDaniels Golf Classic

For more information on Palmetto Health Foundation events and other
related events, visit palmettohealthfoundation.org.
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1600 Marion Street

PO Box 247
Columbia, SC 29202

R eturn      S ervice      
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Send us your e-mail address!
We’d like to keep you updated with Palmetto Health 
Foundation information, so send your e-mail address 
to foundation@palmettohealth.org.@
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