






Last November, country music legend Porter Wagoner, with the support 
of a Nashville hospice, died peacefully at home after a long battle with 
lung cancer. Friends said he was a man who knew God and was prepared 
to die. His former duet partner, Dolly Parton, said, “I think this is a real 
sad day for everybody but Porter.”

Increasingly, people are making the decision to die at home surrounded 
by family. In many ways, it is a less stressful, gentler passing. Organiza-
tions like Palmetto Health Home Care, Hospice and Palliative Care help 
make it an option for Midlands residents faced with terminal illness. 

Since 1979, Palmetto Health has taken its mission of caring for the 
community beyond hospital walls through Palmetto Health Home Care, 
Hospice and most recently, Palliative Care. Their services are welcomed 
by patients and families who cannot cope physically, emotionally and 
sometimes spiritually without help. The level and type of care is dictated 
by individual patient needs. 

Palmetto Health Home Care provides intermittent health care services 
in the homes of patients of all ages in Richland and Lexington counties. 
Services include home health aides, dietary consultation, social work 
services, chaplaincy services, physical and occupational therapy and 
speech therapy. Patients who have had surgery or serious illness rely 
on these services delivered in their homes to regain their health and 
preserve their independence.

For patients who are terminally ill or have chronic pain, Palmetto 
Health offers Hospice and Palliative Care. Both Hospice and Palliative 

Care offer the support of a team of professionals and volunteers who provide 
medical, emotional, social and spiritual support for patients who have little 
time left or are in need of help in managing chronic pain. 

“Illness and death are a part of life,” says Holly Knight, 
administrator of Palmetto Health Home Care, Hospice 
and Palliative Care. “There is an old Chinese proverb 
that says, ‘Death can be beautiful, but sometimes 
dying is not.’ We’re here to ensure the time that is left 
for patients with a terminal illness and their families 
is quality time. We also ensure those who need our 
services and cannot afford it will get them.”

The commonality of the program is that services are provided in the home, 
where patients feel most comfortable. 

“These services are incredibly vital to the community,” says Knight. “When it 
comes to illness and death, patients and families need help with coping, and 
that’s exactly what our services offer.” 

For more information on Palmetto Health Home Care, Hospice and Palliative 
Care, visit palmettohealth.org or call 803.296.3121.

Palmetto Health Foundation 
Begins New Hospice Initiative
Palmetto Health Foundation will soon support funding and volunteer activities 
to benefit Palmetto Health Home Care, Hospice and Palliative Care. It will 
become the third supported Palmetto Health initiative, joining Palmetto 
Health Children’s Hospital and Palmetto Health South Carolina Cancer Center.

“The expansion of the Foundation’s support to us means so much,” says 
Holly Knight, administrator of Palmetto Health Home Care, Hospice and 
Palliative Care. “These programs rely heavily on external funding and 
volunteer services. With the Foundation’s support, we will be able to tap 
into new resources that we otherwise would not have access to.”

As a new Foundation initiative, Palmetto Health Home Care, Hospice and 
Palliative Care will have more fundraising/awareness event opportunities 
as well as volunteer recruitment opportunities. Palmetto Health Foundation 
President Cary Smith says it also creates new opportunities for donors, 
particularly among those grateful for the care a loved one received through 
Hospice, for example. 

“Many times, families want to thank their caregivers for providing 
exceptional service in a time of need and to also remember a loved 
one by making a financial gift in their memory. There is now a formal 
structure in place for this type of philanthropy for home care, hospice 
and palliative care through Palmetto Health Foundation.”

To learn more about philanthropic opportunities for Palmetto Health Home 
Care, Hospice and Palliative Care, contact Ashley Dusenbury at 803.434.2738. 
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            Palmetto Health Baptist 
            undergoes a makeover
Eighteen months ago, Palmetto Health Baptist broke ground on an 
81,000-square-foot renovation and expansion project to its surgical 
services, neonatal intensive care unit (NICU) and labor and delivery 
unit. The $57 million makeover brings new technology, updated spaces 
and enhanced care for patients.

“The needs of our community continue to grow and change,” 
explains Katherine Davis, senior vice president of Development 
at Palmetto Health Foundation. “To fulfill our mission to provide 
excellent health care services, Palmetto Health Baptist needed to 
expand and change too.”

Surgical services is undergoing significant upgrades in almost all 
areas, including pre-admission, outpatient prep and recovery, the post 
anesthesia care unit and the three existing operating room suites. 
Upgrades will introduce new technology and practices. Patients will 
experience more room and privacy. Five additional state-of-the-art 
surgical suites will expand the hospital’s surgery capacity, which will 
allow the hospital to better serve the community. 

The NICU is another area undergoing a dramatic transformation. In the 
past, all babies were cared for in one common room, which did not 
allow families any privacy when visiting their infant. The new NICU 
will have 16 private rooms that will enable parents to visit and bond 
with their new babies without the hustle and bustle of the old NICU. 

“The new private patient rooms will be a great addition to the NICU,” 
says Lisa Arnold, whose 18-month old son is a graduate of the Palmetto 
Health Baptist NICU. “I think the privacy and fresh new space will 
bring some normalcy and encouragement to families who are 
experiencing so much.”

The Palmetto Health Baptist labor and delivery unit, which welcomes 
more than 7,200 babies each year, is having its patient care rooms 
upfitted and will soon have a new admissions nursery. The unit is 
also adding a new nursing station and three new Cesarean section 
operating rooms. 

Construction is scheduled for completion by late 2009. Not only 
does the project mean a more modern hospital and better health care 
services, it also brings new employment opportunities in downtown 
Columbia. If you would like to support the renovation and expansion 
of Palmetto Health Baptist or would like more information, call 803.434.7275.

“Our son Aaron was born at Palmetto Health Baptist and was 
admitted to the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU) as a 
premature baby. Naturally, my husband Ben and I were 
worried sick about him, but the neonatologists and nurses 
were exceptional. Not only did they provide excellent care 
for Aaron, they were also very supportive and helpful to 

Ben and me. Aaron’s now a healthy 18-month old boy who 
you’d never know was a premature baby. To show our gratitude, 

we made a gift to Palmetto Health Foundation to make sure other 
parents with sick babies receive the same high level of care we did. 
Without the advanced technology and equipment at the level III NICU at 
Palmetto Health Baptist, our lives would have been greatly impacted.”              
                                                                                 - Lisa Arnold, Columbia
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For more, 
visit 

palmettohealth
foundation.org

Palmetto Health CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
2008 Board of Directors

Palmetto Health Foundation thanks these volunteers for their continued 
leadership, vision and support.

Nancy Spencer, Chair
Delta Dental

Jeff Lewis, Vice-Chair
LTC Associates

Tina Luque-Blacklocke, Treasurer
WIS

Jeff Adams
Merrill Lynch

Wayne Adams
The Adams Group

Patricia C. Arpasi
The R. L. Bryan Company

Robert Barnette
Volunteers in Action

Fran Byrd
Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital

Pat Calhoun
Food Lion

Susanne Caughman
MBI Financial Staffing, Inc.

Kim Dalglish
The State

Kevin Dietrich
The Adams Group

Brian Dunphy
Wachovia Securities

Lib Foster
Community Volunteer

Jeffrey A. Guy, MD
USC Sports Medicine Center

Mark James
Colliers-Keenan, Inc.

Joel E. Johnson, DMD
Baptist Board of Trustees Appointee

Rachel Levinson Barnett
USC College of Hospitality, 
Retail and Sport Management

Arney Love
Community Volunteer

Gina A. McCuen
Snelling Personnel Services 
of the Midlands

Bill McElveen
Citadel Broadcasting

Billy McGee
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP

Kevin McRedmond, MD
Children’s Hospital Pediatric Oncology

Catherine Miller, MD
Palmetto Pediatrics

Wendi Nance
Richland Board of Trustees Appointee

Elizabeth Parker
St. John Neumann School

Chuck Salley
Colliers-Keenan, Inc.

David Shipman
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

Carolyn Swinton
Palmetto Health Richland 
VP & Chief Nursing Officer

Caughman Taylor, MD
Medical Director, Children’s Hospital

Margaret Tonkin
Hood Construction Company, Inc.

Tana Vanderbilt
South Carolina Department of 
Disabilities and Special Needs

Dottie Webber
RE/MAX
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Palmetto Health Foundation thanks Field Brabham for her contribution of
photography services.

Mims Creed Goza
Director, 
Children’s Miracle Network

Katherine Davis
Senior Vice President,
Development

Nancy Davis
Database Administrator

Ashley Dusenbury
Director, 
Public Relations   

Maria Hargrave
Director, 
Major Gifts

Lynn Hazel
Director, 
Community Relations 
and Development, 
Children’s Hospital

Diane Howard
Division Director, 
Major Gifts 

Trina Jeffery
Senior Staff Accountant

Deborah Ohlsson
Executive Assistant,
Finance

Lynne Pitzer
Vice President and
Chief Financial Officer

Katie Renninger
Volunteer/Event Coordinator

Wendi Spratt
Major Gifts Support Coordinator

Susan Walker
Research Coordinator

Ann Zimmerman
Receptionist/Secretary

Cary Smith
President 

April Ayers
Database Coordinator

Wilma Beck
Staff Accountant

Gail Branham
Executive Assistant,
Major Gifts

Laura Bumpus
Children’s Miracle Network 
Coordinator

Nan Carter
Director, 
Community Relations and 
Development, Cancer Services

Becky Cooper
Executive Assistant

Amy Coward
Vice President, 
Public Relations

PALMETTO HEALTH FOUNDATION CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAY 8	 McDaniels Golf Classic VIP Party

MAY 9	 McDaniels Golf Classic

MAY 19	 Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital donor reception

MAY 20	 Palmetto Health Children’s Hospital Grand Opening

JUNE 4	 First Ladies’ Walk for Life team captains’ luncheon

PALMETTO HEALTH FOUNDATION STAFF

1600 Marion Street

PO Box 247
Columbia, SC 29202

R eturn      S ervice      
R e q uested    

Send us your e-mail address!
We’d like to keep you updated with Palmetto Health 
Foundation information, so send your e-mail address 
to foundation@palmettohealth.org.@


